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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (Currently Amended) A friction materia! designed for fitting to a device employing frictic n in 
a liquid medium, the friction material comprising 

approximately 20% to 40% by weight a mat of non-woven fibres. 

approximately 40% to 60% by weight a thermosetting resin which impregnat ?s 
said fibres, wherein the fibres have a length of at least 12 mm, and 

filler ranging by weight between a nonz or fr percentag e pr o ximate 0% 
approximately 1% and approximately 40%, wherem the non-woven fibres and the resin are 
found in specific proportions with the filler 

2. (Previously Presented) A Inctjon material according to Claim 1 , wherem the average lenj ;th of 
the fibres is at most 120 mm. 

3. (Previously Presented) A friction material according to Claim 2, wherem the fibres are ci osen 
from the group consisting of glass, wool, coiton, ceramic, polyacrylonitritr, preoxidi^ed j 
poLyacrylonimle and aramid. j 

4. (Previously Presented) A friction material according to Claim 3, wherem the filler is in 
powder form and incorporated into the mat. 

5. (Previously Presented) A friction material according to Claim 4, wherein the filler is sek cted 
from the group consisting of copper, rockwooi, carbon, zirconium silicate, iron sulphide, 
alumina, rubber and diatoms. 

6. (Previously Presented) A friction material according to Claim 4, wherein the filler is in t ie 
form of pulps and incorporated into the mat. 

7 (Previously Presented) A friction material according to Claim 6, wherein the filler is sei :cted 
from the group consisting of the pulps of glass, aramid, acrylic and phenolic fibres. 
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8. (Canceled) 

9. (Previously Presented) A friction material according to Claim 1, wherein the thermosetting 
resin is resol-based, 

10. (Previously Presented) A friction material according to Claim 1, wherein latex is added 
Thermosetting resin. 

H. (Previously Presented) A friction material according to Claim 1, wherein die filler is in 
powder form and incorporated into the thermosetting resin, and wherein the filler is selects 
from The group consisting of copper, rockwool, carbon, zirconium silicate, iron sulphide, 
alumina, rubber and diatoms 

12.-18. (Withdrawn) 

19, (Canceled) 

20, (Withdrawn) 

21. (Canceled) 

22. -24. (Withdrawn) 
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25. (Previously Presented) A friction material according to Claim 5, wherein the filler is in 
of pulps and incorporated into the mar. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Withdrawn) 
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28. (Previously Presented) A friction marerial according to Claim 1, wherein the therrousera ig 
resin includes a polar solvent, the polar solvent being an aqueous polar solvent. 

29. - 32. (Withdrawn) 

33. (Currently Amended) A friction material for a device employing friction in a liquid med urn, 
the friction material comprising a mat of non-woven fibres impregnated with a thermosettin > 
resin, wherein the friction material comprises by weight 

approximately 20% to 40% fibres selected from the group consisting of glass , 
wool, cotton, ceramic, polyacrylomtrile, preoxidized polyacrylonitrilt: and aiamid; 

approximately 40% to 60% thermosetting resin selected from the group cons sling 
of water-based resins, resol-based resins, phenolic plastic resins, aminoaldehyde resins, epo ty 
resins and polyimide resins; and 

a nonzero pfl r eontage pronimato 0% to approximately 1% jo 40% filler, whei ein 
the fibres and the thermosetting resin are found in specific proportions with the filler. 

34. (Previously Presented) The friction material according to Claim 33 wherein the fibres h ive 
an average length of between approximately 12 mm and 120 mm. 

35. (Previously Presented) The friction material according to Claim 33 that is by weight 
approximately 20% glass fibres, 10% ceramic fibres, 10% polyacrylomtrile fibres, and 60% 
water-based resin. 

36. (Previously Presented) The friction material according to Claim 33 mat is by weight 
approximately 30% cotton fibres, 10% ceramic fibres, and 60% water-based resin, 

37. (Previously Presented) The friction material according to Claim 33, wherein the filler i: 
selected from the group consisting of copper, rockwool, carbon, zirconium silicate, iron sui prude, 
alumina, rubber, diatoms, glass, aramid, acrylic and phenolic fibres. 
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38. (Previously Presumed) The friction materia! according to Claim 37 thai is by weight 
approximately 20% glass fibres, 10% ceramic fibres, 10% polyacrylonitrile fibres, 10% carrion, 
10% coke, and 40% resoi-based resin. 

39. (Previously Presented) The friction material according to Claim 37 that is by weight 
approximately 20% glass fibres, 10% ceramic fibres, 10% polyacrylonitrile fibres, 10% cupker, 
10% rockwool, and 40% resol-based resin 



USi 



Received from < 21275168*9 > al 10115/03 6:40:23 PM {Eastern Daylight Time] 



